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Attraction, an influx of matter to the sun; centrifugal force, the solar rays; cohesion, the pressure of the atmosphere. The confusion about centrifugal force, so called, as demanding an external agent, is very common.
THOMAS PAINE'S RIGHTS OF MAN.
The rights of MAN, being an answer to Mr. Burke's attack on the French Revolution.1 By Thomas Paine.2 In two parts. 1791-1792. Svo. (Various editions.)3
A vindication of the rights of WOMAN, with strictures on political and moral subjects. By Mary Wollstonecraft.4 1792. Svo.
A sketch of the rights of BOYS and GIRLS. By Launcelot Light, of Westminster School; and Lxtitia Lookabout, of Queen's Square, Bloomsbury. [By the Rev. Samuel Parr,5 LL.D.] 1792. Svo. (pp.64).
When did we three meet before? The first work has sunk into oblivion: had it merited its title, it might have
1This was the Reflections on the Revolution in France, and on the proceedings in certain societies in London relative to that event (London, 1790) by Edmund Burke (1729-1797). Eleven editions of the work appeared the first year.
2 Paine (1736-1809) was born in Norfolkshire, of Quaker parents. He went to America at the beginning of the Revolution and published, in January 1776, a violent pamphlet entitled Common Sense. He was a private soldier under Washington, and on his return to England after the war he published The Rights of Man. He was indicted for treason and was outlawed to France. He was elected to represent Calais at the French convention, but his plea for moderation led him perilously near the guillotine. His Age of Reason (1794) was dedicated to Washington. He returned to America in 1802 and remained there until his death.
8 Part I appeared in 1791 and was so popular that eight editions appeared in that year. It was followed in 1792 by Part II, of which nine editions appeared in that year. Both parts were immediately republished in Paris, and there have been several subsequent editions.
*Mary Wollstonecraft (I7SQ-I797) was t only thirty-three when this work came out. She had already published An historical and moral View of the Origin and Progress of the French Revolution (1790), and Original Stories from Real Life (1791). She went to Paris in 1792 and remained during the Reign of Terror.
6 Samuel Parr (1747-1827) was for a time head assistant at Harrow (1767-1771), and afterwards headmaster in other schools. At the time this book was written he was vicar of Hatton, where he took private pupils (1785-1798) to the strictly ^limited number of seven. He was a violent Whig and a caustic writer.